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For Immediate Release:

MARKWELL LAUDED FOR EFFORTS IN ALCOHOL/DRUG/VIOLENCE PREVENTION
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind.-- The Network: Addressing Collegiate Alcohol and Other Drug
Issues presented Becky Markwell of Charleston with the Outstanding Contribution to the Field
Award.
The presentation took place at the U.S. Department of Education's annual National
Meeting on Alcohol, Other Drugs and Violence Prevention in Higher Education.
Markwell is the fourth recipient of the award, which recognizes professionals in the
alcohol, other drug and violence prevention field who have gone above and beyond the context of
their position to impact the work of many individuals.
As founder and director of the Illinois Higher Education Center for Alcohol, Other Drug
and Violence Prevention, Markwell has become Illinois' foremost proponent for the safety and
well-being of college students in her state. By securing funding from the Illinois Department of
Transportation and the Illinois Department of Human Services, she has made it possible for
universities and colleges to implement and evaluate alcohol prevention programs on their
campuses.
Toward this effort, she coordinates biannual statewide surveys to assess alcohol use
among Illinois college students. The data she collects is published in reports that are used to raise
awareness and educate state, community and campus officials about the risks involved in
collegiate drinking.
She also coordinates and facilitates the annual Campus Alcohol and Traffic Safety
Conference in Illinois that caters to higher education and governmental professionals across the
state.
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According to Markwell, prevention programs were only present in kindergarten through
I th grade schools until she and others in the prevention field started implementing them on
college and university campuses.
"We've worked with 80 colleges and universities in Illinois and provided funding, tools
and resources so they could start their own prevention programs," she said.
Markwell has also authored several instructional guides concerning alcohol use
prevention. The booklet "Freshman Year: A New Direction, A New Beginning," which she
contributed to and edited, has been distributed to more than 130,000 parents throughout Illinois
and other states to help prepare them for the issues their students may face in college.
While she believes educating students about the potential downfalls of college life is
beneficial, Markwell also feels there is too much sensationalism about the bad choices students
make. "We don't give enough credit to the students who are doing the right things," she said. "If
I were a student, I wouldn't want to be characterized as only a partier or a drunk."
Markwell currently serves as president of the Illinois Traffic Safety Leaders. She is also
the director of the Safety Programs Office at Eastern Illinois University.
For information on The Network, visit its Web site at http://www.thenetwork.ws/.
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